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Woman’s Pa voted, December 29, 1934, 

to change EQUAL RIGHTS, its official organ, to a 
smaller publication, “which shall be the only offi- 
cial organ of the National Woman’s Party, and 
be issued from National Headquarters,” Alva Bel- 
mont House, 144 B Street N. E., Washi n, D. C. 
EQUAL RIGHTs, in its new form, 1 keep its 
readers informed from the national headquarters 
in regard to the progress of the movement. It is 
planned to issue the publication twice a month. 
Adjustments will be made to subscribers, involv- 
ing a greater number of issues to compensate for 
the difference in size and frequency of publication. 


RALLY CALL FOR COOPERATION 


By FLORENCE BAYARD HILLES 
National Chairman 


1 issue of EQUAL RIGHTs in its new form 
goes out into the world, I send with it a hearty 
greeting to all our members, and ask for it a loyal 
support as the official organ of the National Wom- 
an's Party. 

“Never before in our has the moment 
seemed so fraught with peril to the economic free- 
dom of women. Never before have the advances 
we have made seemed so near being taken away 
from us in the guise of misguided and unjust legis- 
lation. Stout hearts within our ranks take up with 
renewed courage our task of carrying on to full 
fruition the glorious principle of equal rights for 
men and women as embodied in the Lucretia Mott 
amendment; the amendment named for a great 
pioneer leader. The proposed Equal Rights 


Amendment itself, was drawn up by Alice Paul, 
— — leadership of the present day we delight to 
ow. 


As National Chairman, I bespeak for our cause 
a renewal of effort, and a determination to carry 
on despite discouragement, until the good fight 

won.” 


ENDORSES AMENDMENT 


The gratifying news as EQUAL RIGHTS goes to 
press is that the D. C. Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, of which Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley is Presi- 
dent, has endorsed the Equal Rights Amendment 
ms Beg overwhelming vote. The story follows next 
week. 
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* OBJECT 


secure for women complete equality with 
men under the law and in all human relationships. 
The proposed Equal Rights Amendment is now 


on the calendar of the 74th Congress; as Senate 


Joint Resolution No. 1 in the United States Sen- 
ate, and House Joint Resolution No. 1 in the House 
of Representatives. The amendment was intro- 
duced into the Senate January 4, 1935, by Senator 
John Townsend of Delaware, and into the House 
of Representatives January 3, 1935; by Repre- 
— Louis Ludlow of Indiana, and reads as 
ollows : 


RESOLVED 


the Senate and House of Representa- 


sembled (two-thirds of each House concurring therein), 
That the following article is proposed as an amendment 
to the Constitution of the United States, which shall be 
valid to all intents and purposes as of the Con- 
stitution, when ratified by three-fou of the several 


“ARTICLE XX. Men and women shall have — 
hts throughout the United States and in every p 
subject to its jurisdiction. Congress shall have power 

to enforce this artiele by appropriate legislation.” 


Senator Townsend who introduced the Equal 
Rights Amendment in the Senate, says of it: 

“I have introduced the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment with the sincere hope that it may have earl 
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tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
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and favorable action by the committee to which — 


it has been referred. 


“Those of us who have a profound respect for 
the Constitution of the United States regard as 
particularly admirable Article 5 which provides 


for the power of amendment by certain orderly 
procedure. 

The subject of the removal of legal discrimina- 
tions because of sex, which is the principle in- 
volved ip the hroposed amendment, is one of gen- 
eral interest. Some of us have not long realized 
that such discriminations do still exist; but the 
proponents of this bill have ample proof of the 
need for its adoption. 

“It has been my observation that women have 
not sought recognition in our national life as a 


matter of special privilege ; rather, they have asked 


simply for their rights. On this ground they won 
their suffrage. It is my belief that, on the same 
2 of justice, they will win equality of legal 
8 us.“ 
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REPRESENTATIVE LUDLOW ON THE 
EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 
Representative Ludlow, having introduced the 
amendment into the House of Representatives, 


said: 
“The adoption of the Equal Rights Amendment, 


brought forward as House Joint Resolution No. 1 


of the present Congress, would make woman’s 
place secure in law and government. It is very 
much needed as a corrollary of the Nineteenth 
Amendment. 

When House Joint Resolution No. 1 is written 
into the Constitution it will prevent the inde- 
fensible discriminations against women that exist 
today and will give to women the place they de- 
serve in the active affairs of the nation.” 


Members of the 74th Congress have been re- 
sponding well to requests from their constituents 
for their support of the Equal Rights Amendment. 


“I wish it were as easy to say yes to all the re- 
quests I receive as it is to yours. I will support 
the amendment because it is right,“ wrote a Con- 
gressman from the Middle West. Another pledged 
his support with a cheering, “I am with you one 
hundred per cent.” 


“T will not only support your amendment, I will 
work for it,” promised another believer in repre- 
sentative government. 


The great news in this issue is that Wyoming, 
the first State to grant woman suffrage, is 100 per 
cent for the Equal Rights Amendment. 


Miss Lizabeth Wiley, of Greybull, Wyo., Wom- 
an’s Party State Chairman, and Secretary of the 
Democratic Central Committee of Big Horn 
County, writes to the Congressional Committee 
of the Woman’s Party: 

“Now you have Wyoming 100 per cent! The 
Equal Rights Amendment is certainly the best 
way to clean house.” 


Fifty per cent of the Wisconsin delegation is 
pledged to support the Amendment. 
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SUPPORT AND ALIMONY LAWS UNDER 
THE AMENDMENT 


By JANE NORMAN SMITH 


One of the arguments offered by opponents to 
the Equal Rights Amendment is that it would 
interfere with support and alimony laws. It is 
significant that most states already have penal 
non-support laws making it an offense for the 
mother as well as the father who fails to support 
the children. Moreover, some states already make 
the husband and wife generally liable for family 


support. In any case, the wife’s services in the 


home must be taken into consideration. In states 
where all earnings and property acquired after 
marriage become community property and belong 
to both husband and wife, it is but natural that 
each must contribute to the family support in pro- 
portion to their abilities. 

Among the states where a wife is required to 

y the husband alimony, or its equivalent, are 

owa, Maine, Massachusetts, North Dakota, Okla- 
homa, Ohio, Oregon, Rhode Island, and Utah. 
Other states are contemplating such a law. For 
example, wives would have to pay husbands ali- 
mony in “worthy” divorces under a bill laid be- 
fore the Georgia House on January 29 by Repre- 
sentative Edwards, who said that his measure was 
designed to protect husbands who had put all their 
property in their wives’ names. 

Court decisions making a wife liable for sup- 
port of the husband or family are being rendered 
in increasing numbers. Under the New York 
law, the property of an absconding wife or mother 
is liable for the support of the spouse or children 
left chargeable or likely to become chargeable upon 


| the public for support. 


“Because of the changed economic status of 
women in the State of New York,” a ruling was 
made by Supreme Court Justice Edgar J. Lauer 


on January 26, 1935, that a husband’s funeral 


expenses, although not directly incurred by his 
widow, must be paid out of her personal account. 

Pointing out that the ruling set a precedent in 
the State of New York, Judge Lauer declared: 

“Today the position of women has undergone 
a revolutionary change. Her property is now her 
own. She can exclude her husband, with very few 
limitations, from enjoying any part of it. In many 
instances women are earning greater wages than 
their husbands. There is merit in the argument 
that the law should recognize a legal duty upon 
the ‘modern woman’ to contribute to the neces- 
saries of the family, such as medical expenses, if 
her husband is unable to, and to bury him if his 
estate is incapable of doing so.” : 

At the time this ruling was made, the Legisla- 
ture, pressed by the State Federation of Labor, 
was putting through a bill to take away from 
women workers in factories and mercantile estab- 
lishments the right to work 78 hours overtime 
throughout the year, thereby decreasing their 
earning power and placing them at a disadvantage 
with men in earning a livelihood. 


‘ 
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FEBRUARY 165 is a significant day for the 


— appearance of EQUAL RIGHTS in its new 


orm. 

Under the leadership of Mrs. Robert Adamson, 
Chairman of the Susan B. Anthony Memorial Com- 
mittee of the National Woman’s Party, members 
throughout the country are planning to celebrate 
the day by appropriate meetings, radio speeches, 
etc., in different parts of the country. 

Under the chairmanship of Mrs. Stephen H. P. 
Pell, Chairman of the National Advisory Com- 
mittee, a meeting will be held at the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York City, where the 
marble bust of Miss Anthony, modeled from life 
by the distinguished sculptor, Adelaide Johnson, 
will be the rallying point; and also at the Capitol 
at Washington, where stands the monument of 
the three pioneers, Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth 
Cady Stanton, and Lucretia Mott. At this meet- 
ing presidents of women’s organizations in the 
District of Columbia will participate. 

Mrs. Adamson sends this message to members: 
“Women of America owe their enfranchisement, 
and the measure of Equal Rights which has been 
won, largely to the heroic leadership and life-long 
labors of Susan B. Anthony. The Hall of Fame 
of New York City will, this year, 1935, make 


its quinquennial selection of several candidates. 


Susan B. Anthony has now become eligible, and 
she certainly will be chosen if there is sufficient 
public demand. Nominations are welcomed b 
the Hall of Fame, 745 Fifth Avenue, New Yor 
City, until March 15. Send in your nomination 
of Susan B. Anthony now. 


THOUSANDS OF SIGNATURES to petitions 
to the President of the United States are being 
received at Woman’s Party Headquarters, respect- 
fully urging that the President recommend to the 
Congress the immediate passage of the proposed 
Equal Rights Amendment to the National Consti- 
tution. Mrs. Anna Milburn, of Seattle, Wash., 
Chairman of Petitions, points to the many thou- 
sands of signatures from the cities of Los Angeles 
and Chicago alone, as evidence of the keen interest 
felt by people for equal rights for men and women. 


“TT WAS THE WOMEN SPEAKERS who held the 
center of the stage, and we know of no more en- 
couraging sign than that their remarks were 
models of pithy sense and effective appeal. Mrs. 
Davie, whose example and service to the party 
need no advertisement, centered her speech about 


a plea for more opportunity for women within 


the party, and as candidates for public office. She 
insisted, oddly enough, that when the leaders have 
to choose between ‘running a stupid man and an 
able woman’ for office they would serve the party 
better by naming the woman. This policy may 
seem axiomatic; yet how often has it been departed 
from by politicians of both parties!“ says the New 
any erald-Tribune in an editorial of Febru- 
ary 6th. 


CHICAGO TRIBUNE CONFERENCE 


Burnita Shelton Matthews of the National 
Woman’s P will present the affirmative for 
the Equal Rights Amendment in a debate at a 
Conference on Current Problems which will be 
held at the Palmer House in Chicago, under the 
auspices of the Chicago Tribune, on the morning 
of February 26 at 10 o'clock. Mrs. Matthews is 
a member of the law firm of Matthews, Berrien & 
Greathouse in Washington, D. C., and President 
of the National Association of Women Lawyers. 
The coming of Mrs. Matthews to Chicago to pre- 
sent this important subject will be a cause for re- 
joicing to all who are interested in the cause of 
women. 


DURING THE WORLD COURT discussion in 
the Senate these last few weeks, the National 
Woman’s Party carried on an intensive lobby for 
the Equality Reservation to World Court Ad- 
herence. This reservation, introduced by Senator 
Gerald P. Nye of North Dakota, read: “That in 
the event the United States adheres to the statute 
of the World Court it shall make the following 
reservation: That the code of law to be admin- 
istered by the World Court shall not contain in- 
equalities based on sex.” In charge of the work 
at the Capitol was Mrs. Lola Maverick Lloyd of 
Chicago, Chairman of the International Relations 
Committee of the National Woman’s Party, who 
is now in Washington. Among those cooperating 
with Mrs. Lloyd in the steady interviewing of 


Senators at the Capitol were Gail Laughlin, Maine; 


Anita Pollitzer, South Carolina; Elizabeth Forbes, 
Maryland; Betty Gram Swing, District of Colum- 
bia; Rowena Green, Texas; Anna T. Milburn, 
Seattle; and Mathilde Bahar, Delaware. The poll 
of those who pledged support to the Reservation 
mounted steadily, and when Senator Nye received 
it the afternoon before the vote on the World Court 
was taken, he said that should adherence to the 
Court seem assured, he would press for a vote on 
the reservation, and he and other Senators would 
speak in its behalf. Mrs. Lloyd, who has recently 
returned from international work for equality in 
Geneva, says: “No feminist will ever have much 
enthusiasm for the World Court unless it is going 
to be a Court of Justice for Women.” 


FEMME NOUVELLE * 


Four Suffrage Alliances in France have com- 
bined to form a new organization, to be known 
as the Femme Nouvelle, under the direction of 
Louise Weiss. They were encouraged to believe 
they would soon gain the vote by Mr. Louis Rollin, 
Minister of Colonies. Mr. Rollin told them: “Your 
cause is just and well founded. You have pleaded 
so long and with such force and talent that it 
will surely be won. The French Chamber of 
Deputies has passed the bill three times, giving 
the women the rite to vote and each time the 


| Senate has refused to concur. 
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JUST RECENTLY 


Amelia re distinguished member of the 
Woman’s Party, flew from Hawaii to Oakland, 
the first person to make this flight alone. 


Carolina Diaz, escaping in a lifeboat from the 
sinking Mohawk, on an oar and guided the 
boat when sailors and a male passenger were ren- 
dered 3 unconscious by freezing wind and 


May Helm completed a year’s work as Assist- 
ant Corporation Counsel of the District of Colum- 
bia where she conducted twenty-five hundred cases. 


Irene Davis, of Alabama, was awarded a silver 
cup for supporting herself and three children on 
relief rolls. 


Beatrice Chanler has discovered that Cleopatra 
Selene, daughter of Cleopatra, was as great a 
queen as her mother and more successful in many 
ways. She was the first queen in the Roman Em- 
pire to have her own coinage. 


Mrs. Preston Davie urged the Republicans of 
New York to give more recognition to the women 


in the party. 


Meta Fay, of New York, was appointed Chief 
of the Speaker’s Bureau of the F Housing 
Administration. 


Ruth F. Woodsmall was elected General Sec- 
retary of the World’s Council of the Young Wom- 
en’s Christian Association. She will watch over 
— 1 of nearly five million women in fifty 
ands. 


Mrs. Maurice R. Reis and her husband have 
probably found the exact spot where Columbus 
made his first settlement in the new world. 


Sonia Gordon Brown, President of the New 
York Society of Women Artists, said at the open- 
ing of ſts tenth annual exhibit that “Art Galleries 
are at last giving women artists recognition as 
painters and sculptors and according them the 
same consideration and encouragement which they 
once reserved for men artists.” 


Mary Beard, a graduate of the University of 
Wyoming, has been elected to a seat on the Council 
of the Shoshone Indians. “For the first time in 
history a woman will sit in the powwows of the 
Shoshones at their next Council. 

Woman’s representation on the tribal councils 
comes about seventy years after Wyoming’s pio- 
neer suffragist, Mrs. Esther Morris, carried on 
her work at South Pass. Mrs. Morris’ efforts for 
woman suffrage in Wyoming are largely responsi- 
ble for the State being the first in the Union to 
give the vote to women.”—Billings Gazette, Bill- 
ings, Mont., Feb. 5, 1935. 


The Court of Appeals of the District of Colum- 
bia sums up the meaning of the Community Prop- 
erty Law of California as follows: 

“The California Code provides that all 2 
acquired after marriage by either husban wife 
or both, including real property situated in the 
state . is community property. . exactly 
what interest a wife has in real estate during her 
husband’s life under that and similar statutes in 
California has been much litigated in that state, 
and we find it difficult to ascertain from the cases 
to which we have been referred. 

“From the later cases it appears to be an ex- 
pectancy plus, but to what extent plus is not clear.” 
—Fish vs. * Dec. 31, 1934. 


The appointment of Sarah T. Hughes as judge 
of the 14th District of Texas was opposed by a 
State Senator because “she is a married woman 
and should be at home washing dishes or some- 
thing else.” 


A report in the New York Herald-Tribune of 
February 6, 1935, states that men in some parts 
of China still prefer brides with tiny feet and 
— are therefore binding the feet of little 


YOU CAN HELP 
By urging your Senators and Congressmen to 
vote for the Lucretia Mott Amendment. 


By urging your club to endorse the Lucretia Mott 
Amendment. 


By joining the National Woman's Party. 


By urging your friends to join the National Wom- 
an’s Party. 


By giving funds to the National Woman’s Party. 
By talking about the Lucretia Mott Amendment. 
By subscribing to EQUAL RIGHTs. 

By sending suggestions to EQUAL RIGHTS. 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
144 B STREET N. E. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. * 


@ Please enter my subscription to 
EQUAL RIGHTS, official organ of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party. i 


Foreign, $1.50 


One Year, $1.00 
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